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Nano-scale science
is particularly difficult
to communicate due
to the imperceptible
size, scale, and
unique properties. 

The Opportunity
Introduce nanotechnology and responsible
applications to solve real-world problems,
including increasing plant food growth.

The Solution
Chemistry Graduate Students at The
University of Wisconsin - Madison worked
directly with the Lifeology team and artist
community to co-author flashcard "courses"
on nanoscience. 

The Lifeology courses teach
about nanoscience through story
narration and custom artwork. 

To create the courses, the
graduate students, the Lifeology
team, and the artists collaborated
directly to write, create custom
art, storyboard, and publish the
courses. 

Each course consists of 25-30
digital cards with each card
containing an image and 180
characters of text. 

Nano in the Environment Lifeology
Course with Custom Artwork



Using Art for Science
Communication

 Build engagement and retention
through character development
and narrative. Help readers form
an emotional connection to
scientific concepts through visual
storytelling in Lifeology courses.

Keeping courses short, simple, and
easily navigatable creates digestible
bite-sized learning to help readers
understand nanotechnology
concepts and real-world
applications.

Impacts of the
lifeology format
Working directly with writers and
artists resulted in clear, effective
communication and beautiful
custom artwork tailored to the non-
scientific audience.

The digital courses are available
through online search or via the
Lifeology app, which creates an
opportunity for self-paced learning
and easy access from anywhere.

Results & Discussion

This collaboration was not only a
great learning experience in
science communication for the
graduate students but also
resulted in beautiful and effective
Lifeology courses translating
nanoscience for people without a
scientific background.

Ensure facts have function for
the audience; not all details
are needed
Receive feedback from
multiple perspectives for clear
storytelling
Images and text allows
communication of complex
and challenging concepts
Emotional connection to
characters in a story engages
audiences effectively in
science
Collaboration between
scientists and non-experts
(artists/storytellers/community
members) provides unique
perspectives for
understanding and retention

Takeaways from the graduate
students perspective:



Lifeology.io @LifeologyApp
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